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and be allowed one loaf a day, to be sent you from the palace, and that
the guards do not suffer you to stir out of it one moment under pain of
death to them."

The infamous sentence was rigorously executed; but God protecting
her, no man durst approach her, nor say or do any indecency to her.
The president caused her to be brought again before him, and said to her,
" You shall suffer the just punishment of your insolence and obstinacy,"
And having called for paper, he wrote this sentence: " Since Irene will
not obey the emperor's orders and sacrifice to the gods, but, on the con-
trary, persists still in the religion of the Christians, I order her to be
immediately burnt alive, as her sisters have been/' Dulcetius had no
sooner pronounced this sentence but the soldiers seized Irene, and brought
her to a rising ground where her sisters had suffered martyrdom, and
having lighted a large pile, ordered her to mount thereon, Irene, singing
psalms and celebrating the glory of God, threw herself on the pile, and
was there consumed in the ninth consulship of Diocletian, and the eighth
of Maximian, on the ist day of April; but Ado, Usuard, and the Roman
Martyrology name St Agape and Chionia on the 3rd, and St Irene on
the 5th of April.

These saints suffered a glorious martyrdom rather than to offend God
by an action which several Christians at that time, on various foolish
pretexts, excused to themselves. How many excuse to themselves
notorious usuries, and a thousand frauds, detractions, slanders, revenge,
antipathies, sensual fondnesses, and criminal familiarities, envy, jealousy,
hypocrisy, pride, and numberless other crimes! How often do men
canonize the grossest vices under the glorious names of charity, zeal,
prudence, constancy, and other virtues! Whatever men are eagerly bent
to commit, they easily find pretences to call lawful. A second cause of
our practical errors are the example and false maxims of the world. We
flatter ourselves that what everybody does must be lawful, as if the
multitude of sinners could authorize any crime, or as if the rule by which
Christ will judge us was the custom or example of others; or, lastly, as if
the world had not framed a false system of morals very opposite to the
gospel. A third source of this dreadful, and common evil is an affected
ignorance.

The following feasts are celebrated on April 3:

SAINTS AGAPE, CHIONIA, and IRENE, sisters, and their companions, martyrs: ST NICETAS,
Abbot, brought up under austere monastic rules by his father, who had become a monk after
the death of his wife; he lived a life of mortification and was famed for many miracles :^ ST
RICHARD, Bishop of Chichester and Confessor, Chancellor of the University of Oxford. Died in a
hospital in Dover in 1253 and was canonized twelve years later: ST ULPIAN, a zealous young
Christian of Tyre who, fired by the example of St Apian and others, haxdng boldly confessed
Christ, was first scourged then tortured on the rack and finally thrown into the sea.